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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 
the vote). Members are advised that 
there are 2 minutes remaining in this 
vote. 

b 1244 

So the joint resolution was passed. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
Stated for: 
Mr. LATOURETTE on rollcall No. 911, I was 

unavoidably detained. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 
Mr. Speaker, I request 5 legislative 
days for Members to revise and extend 
their remarks and insert materials on 
H.R. 2693 into the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 

f 

POPCORN WORKERS LUNG 
DISEASE PREVENTION ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 678 and rule 
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the State of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 2693. 

b 1245 
IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Accordingly, the House resolved 
itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union for the 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2693) to 
direct the Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration to issue a 
standard regulating worker exposure to 
diacetyl, with Mr. CARDOZA in the 
chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the 

rule, the bill is considered read the 
first time. 

The gentleman from California (Mr. 
GEORGE MILLER) and the gentleman 
from California (Mr. MCKEON) each will 
control 30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California (Mr. GEORGE MILLER). 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 
Mr. Chairman, I yield myself such time 
as I may consume. 

Mr. Chairman and Members of the 
House, today we have an opportunity 
to protect thousands of American 
workers from a serious, irreversible 
and deadly lung disease known as ‘‘pop-
corn lung,’’ a disease caused by a sim-
ple artificial butter flavoring chemical 
called diacetyl. 

The alarm bells began ringing on this 
health crisis over 7 years ago when a 
Missouri doctor diagnosed several 
workers from the same popcorn produc-
tion plant with this debilitating lung 
disease. In 2002, the National Institute 
for Occupational Safety and Health 
linked the lung disease to exposure to 
diacetyl used in the plant. 

Scientists have called the effect of 
diacetyl on workers’ lungs ‘‘astonish-
ingly grotesque’’ and likened it to ‘‘in-
haling acid.’’ Hundreds of workers in 
popcorn and flavor production have be-
come ill, several have died of popcorn 
lung, and many of the workers are so 
sick they needed lung transplants. Doz-
ens of workers have sued flavoring 
manufacturers, winning millions in 
lawsuits and settlements. 

NIOSH first connected popcorn lung 
to this chemical in 2002. In 2003, NIOSH 
issued guidance recommending that 
workers’ exposure be minimized. In 
2004, the Food Extract Manufacturers 
Association, the trade association of 
the flavoring industry, issued similar 
guidelines. Yet 5 years later, the Occu-
pational Safety and Health Adminis-
tration has failed to issue a standard to 
protect workers from exposure to diac-
etyl, preferring to rely on voluntary ef-
forts. 

Voluntary efforts, however, have not 
worked. Last year, California research-
ers found that despite the issuance of 
government and industry guidance for 
years before, many of those rec-
ommendations still have not been im-
plemented in the flavor manufacturing 
facilities, and new cases of this debili-
tating lung disease have been identi-
fied. 

How does this bill address the prob-
lem? H.R. 2693 would require OSHA to 
issue an interim final standard to mini-
mize worker exposer to diacetyl. The 
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